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The Plotters Doom, Sc. 25 


PS AL. XXXVII. 12. 


. The wicked plotteth gant the juſt, and gnaſbeth upon | om 
with his teeth. 


A 


4 Be Ay HIS P/alm carries in it the Character of 
| all the men in the world; for there are but 

two ſorts of perſons that the world has in 
it, the Godly and the Ungodly,or the Righ- 
J teous and the wicked; and here you have 
the Character of both. And they are all 
along put by way of Antitheſis, and very 
oſten in the ſame verſe. As verſe 21 The 
} | wicked borroweth and payeth not again : but | 
= the rightoow ſhewerh mercy and giveth. And fo in the 17h verſe, _ 
x The arm of the wicked ſball be broken, but the Lord upboldeth the * 
2 vi rhteous. = 
"4 bee Text ĩs part of the Character of the wicked; and becauſe 
Plots are now grown to be all the faſhion, I have choſen as faſhi- 
onable a Text as |. could. In which we have theſe three General 

Parts : 
1. The Perſons Plotting. 
2. The Perſons aguinſt whom they Plot. 
| 3. The Carriage or comportment of the Plotters, 
1. The Perſons plotting, The wicked plotteth. 

2. The Perſons againſt whom they plot, and that i is againſt the 


pf The carriage or comportment po the Plotters, They gnaſh 
pen them with their teeth. | 

Of theſe-rhrovgh Gods aſſiſtance, and your Chriſtian patience, 
ſhall: ſpeakin n 1 as the Gast _ "On Aud urſt of 


"the fir. | WT ba 
, "&'3 | The 
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2: 55 Te Plotters Doom. 


1. The-Perſons plotting, the wicked; The wicked plotterh. © 


How many ways evil men are called wicked in the Sacred Scrip- 
tures, would be an irquiry too long, as alſo too fine and curious 
for our preſent Diſcourſe; for you find them call'd ſo upon many 
accounts. i . 

Idolaters are ſtiled ſo, Deut. 19. 5. 8 

Oppreſſors, Exod. 9, 27. The Lord i righteom (lays Pharoahb) 
but I and my. people are wicked. | 

Perſecutors are alſo call'd wicked, Pſal. 10. 2. The wicked in 
his pride doth perſecute the poor. 

Rebels; and ſo you find Carah and his fellows [though of the 
Clergy] are call'd wicked with a witneſs, Numb. 16. 26. Depart 
I pray ye (fays den wa. the Congregation) from the tents of theſe 
ene left you be conſumed in all their ſins. 

The unmerciful and cruel are alſo termed ſo by Solomon, Prov. 

12. 10. The tender mercies of : the wicked are cruel. | 

-« Nay a greater than Solomon, our Saviour himſelf calls the un- 
compaſſionate wicked, Mar. 18. 32. O thox wicked. ſervant, I fer- 
gave thee all thy debt, becauſe thou deſireſt no; ſhouldeſt nat thou alſo. 
_ bad compaſſion an thy. falom . ſer uam, even as 1 had pity on. 


Unjuſt Magiſtrates are alſo called wicked, Prou. 29, 2. Whep - 
the rightoows. are in authority, * hs rejoice ; but when the wicked: 
beureth rule;the people mourn. And in a particular and more eminent 
manner unjuſt Judges, Prov. 17. 15. 21015 

' But not to enumerate any more Particulars, let us underſtand 
the wicked here in this place according to the common and · moſt 
received notion of the word, for perſons utterly void and empty 
of every thing that is good and virtuous, and that are repleat 
with vice and evibof every kind; and the words: thus taken, will 
give us this plain and profitable Inftauction. 1 aff » | 


That wicked men are. Plotters, aud the- only Potters the: 
world has in i. 4 E.. E 


./- Plotters in SacredScripture are called by divers names 3 ſome- 

times they are titulgd/Conſpirateri; as-in 2 C 1j. 3k And one: 

told David, jaying, Achitophel it among the Conſpirators. 9 Ab-- 
1 N ts ; olom.. 
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The Plotters Doom. 


ſilom- And ſo they ptotted apaitiſt the Church of God of old; for 
tis faid in Nebews. 4. 8. That when the enemies of the Church beard. 
that the walls of Feruſalem were made, and that. the breaches hegan 


to be ſtopped, that then they were 


very wroth, and conſpired 
them together to come and fight againſt Firaſales and to binder it. 


Sometimes they are termed Forgers, and fo the 


viſite are they in their fe 
— they laid to his charge t 


ngs 


gainſt that great Prophet Jeremiah, Come, ({ 


devices 


that hetftth Maffacre is put, which was deſigned 
e Church of God in Eſch. 9. 29. But when Eſt 


3 


f 


y 1 2 1 heart. j 
in andthe 


of - 


| | lo they plotted againſt 

the Royal Prophet, Pſat. 119. 69. The proud b. w_ 

gainſt me; but I will keep thy pricepts with my 

| 7 hat 
t 


forged 4 Je 4- 
„ And fo 
r place he tells: 


that he knew not. 
Sometimes their Plots are called devices, and ſo they plotted a- 


againſt Feremiab, Jer. 18. 18. And 0. 


77 


they) let ws deviſe- 
js tein you dee 


4 


dy Hanes inſt: 
er came before the- 


ing, he commanded by Letters that Hamans wicked device which he - 
deviſed againſt the Fews ſhould return upon his own head. And there- 


fore the Kingly Prophet imprecates Divine "engeatice on them un- 
Pſal. 35. 20. Becauſe they dei e deceirful matters 


der this notion, 


againſt them that are at quiet in the land. 
Sometimes their Plots are called caunſels; and under this t 


you find thoſe capital Plotters are put, ' Pſal. 2. 2. 


he 


The Kings of the - 


earth ſet themſelves, and the rulers takg counſel together againſt the 
Lord, and again bis anointed, And under this notion you find 


themmanagi 


cir Plots againſt the life of our bleſſed Lord and 


Saviour, Mat. 27. When'the morning was come all the chief Prieſts - 
and Elders of the people took, counſel againſt Feſiis to put bim to 12 


And in Mat. 22. 15. tis ſaid, That the 


they might intangle him in bu talk; 


Phariſees rok. counſel how 


Again, their Plots are called TY aps, and Snares, and Nets, in 


Scriptuxe,. alluding ta the practice of Fowlers in their inſnaring 
* my oh und wicked men, unt fee Fr 


their game. Among be 
et Feremab. But ro | 


fertetih ſnares, 


| ow does theit wickefltefs PP 
hap: 5. 26. and ke reſolves you They lay wait 


( 


* 4 » ith he) 40 b 
they ſet 4 trap, they catch men; See what à Barba⸗ 


Ng 


that 


deſcription of theſe"wyicked Plotrers, and yet extreainly true, . 


and fand; under bis tongue af wiſe 


47, or the } 


[2 


A y 
Yar 


| 4 Danity. He (11 
acts dath þ 


deciity 


Bo 5 
reeth in t 7 


04 i 
6 murder the - 


mobi + bis eyes re pri ſet againſt the por "He lyeth in wait © 


ſecretly: 
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| ſecretl as 4 Lion in bis den; be herb in wait ts catch the poor; he 
doth catch the pe poor when be draweth him into his net. Ab uno, diſce 


ones, D/ one the Prophet tells you the nature of them all; and 


one would think that this deſcription ſhould rather ſuit to a Devil 
than a man; and yet ſuch devilliſh men you find laid in wait for 
our moſt bleſſed Lord himſelf, ſeeking to catch ſomething out of 
his mouth that they might accuſe him, Lab 11. 54. 
From what hath been ſaid, the one part of the point under con- 
ſideration is clear, That the wicked are Plotters: and if the Scrip- 
tures of truth do no where tell us, that the righteous and inno- 
cent axe Plotters alſo, as it no where doth, then the other part 
doth manifeſt it ſelf alſo, that they are the nly Plotters that the 
World has in 5 
A manifold improvement may, be made of this truth but! ſhall 
int on a «fontfol only. | 


1. E. 
Ny C aution- 


' Exbortation. 
1 E 


3 For Ropr . 15 it ſo that this Leſſon is 2 dat wicked 
be are ee and the only Plotters that the world has in 
it? then how are they to be reproved that would perſwade the 
people otherwiſe, and that would make men believe that there are 
none in the warld but only ſober "en arePlotters ? 5 abe 
proof falls on ſome of all Sects. 1 


by 1. On ſome of uw Clayy.. 
2. On ſame of you Laiy. 


1% es, H. #s: Clergy,. who. preach. ſuch Doberines ls ust 
. conti ary to the 1 r of the yy Scripture; What, my Bre- 
ren! is it nothing with you te be umbered among falſe teachers? 
in Prophets? and to fall und that wo that they are doomed 
250 Pf Fall exil goods 90 Wn; 3, that put darkneſs for light, 
hand tight for darkneſs? aug. 
take! away the ri; \tcouſneſ of 


Wh at would y 0! 'be devour 
or would y you Ge > a8 t 


0% Or tha 5 
ous. from Rim. Wie 


e ; 5 on pl the ſty 


haff? would 
Fou 
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e que to them that 


XUt 


teſtant Brethren for wi 


you'be — . — ir ? or the 375 132 hw 
your very root ſhall bi rottenneſs,” and your bloſſom ſhall go g as t 
rt 2. Wore 7 again That Gesu Curſe, 
Frou. 24 24. He that [aith to the witked, thou' art riglucuu, bim ſhall 
the people curſe : Nations ſhall abhor him. For truly I doubt this 
very ſin did make us the Curſe of the people, and the abhorrence 
of the Nations once already; when we run upon our fellow Pro- 
ed, and cried tp the wicked far righteous 1 - 
and what are We mad to repeat this 17 5 ind to bring our ſelves 
under the Gurſe of the people; and t  abhortence of the Nations 
a ſecond time? Doth the true and holy Word of God teach us 
every where, and in every part of the Bible that the wicked plot- 


teth againſt the juſt, and dare we invert this Doctrine? and incul- 


cate in all our Sermons, Wee plotteth againſt the wickrd? 
And by our fly farcaſtns inſinuate that we had rather be Pupiſis than 
Presbyteri ans; and that there is more danger from difſenting' Pro- 
teſtants, than there is from Papiſts opinions? that may be become 
well enough the roaring Atheiſtical Royſtors, and paſs among them 
for plotting Divinity: But that Miniſtere that either do or 
ought to know better, ſhould be heard to ſpeak ſuch language, is 
ſtrangely ſcandalous. What, a\ Papiſt! that differs from us in the 
greateſt and moſt important Doctrines of the Goſpel! In Juſti6j- 
cation by Faith; in Mediation only by Jeſus Shriſt, and many 
others; is he to be judged better than A Rresbyterian that agrees 
with us in all our Doctrines, e only from us in a few 
indifferent Ceremonies ? Pray Conſider; and let not a peeviſſipreju- 
dice impoſe upon you ſach ſtrange abſurdities nor" ſuffer not your 
hearts to tranſport you in your Pulpits to deliver ſueh extravagant 
Doctrines as theſe. But remember whid it is that tells you, That be 
that teaches men ſo; ſhall be leaſt in the Kingdom of God, © * 
The ſecond part of this Reproof falls on you Laity, that hear: 
ſach Doctrines, for believing them; for that which is not our duty 
to preach, it cannot be your duty to believe; for though you do- 
well to give your attendance on hearing, yet you are ever to fe- 


member that you are to believe nothing that you hear, but that 


which hath the Word of God for its warrant. Tis true, faith comes 
byhearing; yet that hearing by which faith comes, is by the Word © 
of God, Row. 10. 17. What do you think ther yen dre to. me 
bither; and becauſe you heats young pragmatical ſtripling, that's 
ter-to. be at School than in the Pulpit;/ make his little decla- 

een mation 
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becauſe you hear a mate 1 The {od 


Reverend or Dignified perſon, medems, drunkenneſs, and ; 
«ll manner of 2 are rather to he. tollerated by the Govern: | 
than rails WY go woo bp gp ho Goſpel? 

5 in his Epilile 
NS, = oy apr | 


22 — thoſe thaz crack et! 2 
ry of, mad oe ſor her „vet eat one Plain IO 
ever ſince theſe curſed. 1 haye come Ty 


Church has dwindled, and all Religion has run out of doors. And 
I confeſs I know no other ſeryice theſe Preachers do our Church, 
than to prejudice all the hearers, and make the baſt of, than. Hheer 
off to the Diſſenters, and. the wort of them to chende ll 
we de left quite alone.. | 4 
You axe therefore to be reprored for * A " heed to fuck 
Fables, and nge Dottrines, ſo utterly contrary to the very 
eſſence of a true and ſaving Faith; do not think that the command 
4 our Lord is to go fer. nought, e 424. Take beed wh 
N Nor that in Eu. nn Tyle heed. lum you Mr; ſor as 
the matter as the manner of our hearing are boch limited and 
refirained b Chriſt. For he knew well enough, what. manner of: 
youths 1 ie Ho invade-and obtrude themſelves into the Sacred Fun- 
Rion, And what damnable Doctrines his Church would then be 
peſtered with. He knew well enough what a vain worſhip theſe 
wks troduce,; hen once they came to that Phaxiſaical pitch as — 
4 for DoRrines the Commandments of men, Mat. 
= therefore cautions us before-hand ſo ftrial ly concerning t * 
that: we ſhould be careful. both of what we heard, and how: we 
heard 'that when they did come, Chriſtians might not be ſurpria dʒ 
for premanits, om 5 2 pray O00 give „n his ce to 
guard eur ſelves a | 
Lam not Nel >thet ey kerle erg reproy d, vogue theme 
blen a 2 — e reputatign to be eſteemed by ane 
alſo 
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S anized.' And think with bim chat the ta your ho- 
nour, nay your very ſouls lyes in 1 their = Y 5 
vrhat woultl you be in „ rs; company for e {RAY 
e,, 
they deal by you as they did hy the 
Every day, lays he, they wreſt "wy! words.” And 
hard for you to comport your ſeſves in wicked co 
pleaſe them, 


al. 119.63. "And as Kings 5 EY 1255 
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The Plotters Doowr. 11 
ſelves well in ĩt . God cautioned his Church of old, th they ſbend 
not wall im the ways af the mir bed and in particular, that they 
ſhould not fay a confederacy to al them to whom they ſpall ſay, 8 came. 
deracy, Wa: 8. 12. Have'a care therefore: of yourſelves, and do 
not chime in with their guilt, either in accuſing the innocent, or 
acquitting the wicked; for they will tell you that there is no Po- 
piſn Plot, but that there is a Presbyterian one. Have a care no, qo 
not let their wicked company make you give the lye to your con- 
fcience, - But as faf as true prudence; and the circumſtances; ate on 
you will permit, be bold and valiant for the truth, ;and give not 
up the tender loving kindneſs of God in ſo miraculous and glorious 
a diſcovery of their Plots, to gratifie the luſts of a few treacher- 
ous and ſottiſh hruits; what did Divine merey give you this ſalva- 
tion and deliverance, with ſuch an out- ſtretched arm, that the He 
ſtories and Annals of no Country nor Age can ever parallel, to the 
intent that you ſhould throw it away again to pleaſe that very ſpi- 
Fit and party that you aredelivered from? were you ſaved not by 
bow, nor by ſword, nor by. battel, nor by horſe, nor by horſemen, 
but by the Spirit of the Lord working on the minds and conſcien- 
ees of the very Inſtruments themſelyes; and giving them no reft 
nor peace till they had made their diſcoveries; and will you let 
wicked men perſwade you to throw this ſtupendious mercy back 
into the vety face of God Almighty again? Have a care! for how 
juſtly may our deſtruction come as a whirlwind, if ungrateſul to 
Hraven and our own felves, we ſhall be guilty of this fin? But I 
muſt make hafte to Exhortation, or the time will prevent me. 


3. Well, is it fo that wicked perſons are Plotters, and the only 
Plotters? then be exhorted to come out of that eſtate that expoſes 
you to fo much hazard. Conceive you heard the Lord Jeſus ſpeaking 
you almoſt dead with that dreadful doom, Go ye curſed, Mat. 25. 
41. For the wicked here, and the curſed there, are ſynonimous, ac- 
: cording to that in 'Prov/3, 33. The curſe of the Lord is in the houje 
"of the wicked. For the wicked here will be the curſed there; and 
the curſed there, are the wicked here, Nay, if there were a ſentence - 
beyond, Depart ye curſed, it were due to. theſe wicked Plotters 
here in te Text. For if you. read the latter end of the 256þ. of St. 
- Mattb:where the eterual and indelible doom of the curſed is writ-- 
ten / you will find nothing but negatives charged-on them, I m. 
an hygred;and ye god ve went y I mas tbinſpyd und r gau — 


—_ 


13 The Plotters Nom. 
rinks Ius 4 ſtranger and ye took, me net in ; nahed,antl % clothed 
te not: fk und in priſou, end ye diſtced me hot. Thele are — 
ol thote curſed ones. But the wicked, whomwe are diſcourſing o, not 
only did not miniſter to them in their diſtreſſes, but plotted, con- 

trived, and laid out all their power, parts, and cunning, to bring 


them into thole diſtreſſes. And if they be Canin*d that did not vi- 


ſit che members of Chriſt when they were caſt into priſon, hat 
damnation are theſe worthy of that caſts them into priſon? And 
if they that would not give them harbour, nor bread: to eat, nor 
water to drink, nor raiment to put on, when they were ſtrangers; 
and a hungry, thirſty and naked, are in ſuch a damnable eſtate, in 
what a damned condition muſt theſe wicked be in here in the Text, 
that by their curſed plots and helliſm conſpiracies, took their har» 
dour from them, and that took away their bread from their bellies, 
and their clothes from their backs? With what face can theſe be- 
hold the intenſed brow of the Lord  Jefus, the great -Judg of 
quick and dead, hen he ſhall come to plead the cauſe, and vindi 
cate the ſufferings of thoſe juſt perſons that they have plotted a 

inſt» As ever therefore you would eſcipe' their damned doom, 
be exhorted to come out of that eſtate that does cxpoſe you 


6 it, 


And that this Exhortation may be the more £ ffectual, Iſhall far 
Ther enforce it with a few Conſiderations. Fe: 


Firſt, Conſider, that till you do obey this Exhortation, and de- 
part trom the eſtate and condition of the wicked, you are in open 
rebellion, and engaged in publick acts of hoſtility againſt: God: 
And what do you think it is nothing, or but a light thing to be an 
enemy ard rebel againſt God ? We of the Clergy keep a huge deal 
of ado againſt rebels and enemies to the King and Government, and 


we do well if we level our diſcourſes right, and point our weapons 


"againſt iuch that are ſo indeed. But we muſt be ſure that in thoſe 
| don germ. 7 ge CIR 8 1. 2 ben our 
aut, and make viady dur arrows npon-the firing, that we may prive 

Most at the upright in heurt. For elſe i . 1 
mies, Wwe do but deſtroy our friends. u For do not think becauſe a 
comctentious man diſſente from vs in a few.:Ceremonions' ebſervati- 
"ons, and the externa modes and faſhions uf aur publick:Worſhip, 
"Thar theteſorwthe in preſtaty to be dggerd eo desthugde rebel and 


enemy 
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The. Plotters. Doom... 13 
enemy to the King and Government; a practice to which too ma- 
ny: of us of the C have too great a propenſity. For if we make 
Nonconfogmityto-publick injoined Worſtip the S hihboleth or Char 
racteriſtical note of Rebellion, farewell to all our Martyrs; we 
muſt begin a new computation, and reckon with the Romaniſts all 
thoſe gloriſied ſouls for arrant Rebels ; and ſo we muſt the bleſſed 
Apoſtſes themſelves alſo, and doom at ont᷑ breath all the generation 
of the juſt, which would bea plot to/purpoſe; but haw becoming 
Proteſtants; lehve to their more cool and ſedate conſideratiun thaf 
are moſt apt to be immodlerately hot and furious in this matter. On- 
by this Ple add, that if. our Lord may be believed, they are more to 
blame that impoſe thoſe offenſive things upon the Church of Chriſt, 
than thoſe that cannot conform to them. For he hath planced his 
wa againſt him by whom the offence comte th, not againſt Rim t;at 
taketh the offence when it comes, Mat. 8 7. Thoſe thexeſore that 
lay out more zeal than knowledg about thoſe wens of Worſhip, that 
rather deform and miſhape our Chriſtian unity than heautihe ar a- 
dorn it, would do better, and give a better account of the faithful- 
diſcharge of their Miniftry 40 Jeſus Chriſt whoſe: Embaſſadors 
they pretend to be, if they would imploy- their Talents about this 
Exhortation, in calling out men and women fram the number and 
eſtate of the wicked that plotteth againſt the juſt, and ſhe them 
plainly from the word of truth, that while they continue in that 
condition, they are but enemies and rebels to the God of Heaven, 
and ſtand engaged in open acts of hoſtility againſt him, aud. muſt 
fall under that condemnation, Afar. 19. 27; Bat thoſe mint engmies 
which would nat that 1 ſrould reign over them, bring them hither and 

3 And ſhew them from the holy Scriptures that 
ile they continue ſuck, both * all that ever they do are an 
abomination to the Lord. If any thing that they do were accepta- 
ble, one would think it ſhould be their prayers, and Religious ſer- 
vices 3 but enen thaſe are an abomination alſo,. Prove 28, g: and in 
Pray 15.8. the wiſe man teils us, That the facrafices of the wicked i. 
n abominations the Lord, but the prayers of, the nyright is his de · 
light.: It is a TL AD therefore to think that our coming 
te 22 and our am 1 — ſa ing over 2 1 here 
with: he Congregation, is the total of all Religion 5 and to imagine 
that yd arrin a good! ſtu te hecauſe of this. For alas, this may. be, 
and 1.fear but tob much is Han > preteresnibill; and. if you remain 
wieked this dot . but add e yourabominations: For nr 
G4) © : 
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the Scribes,* Phariſees and Hypocrites;: paying -1ythd of mint, cups 
in and annis, 'whiles they amitted eee —— 
ters df the Law, 125 judgment and faith, Mat. 23. 23. MWoere- 
Fore let others ſow hat pillows they pleaſe under your elbows; to 
make your wickednels eaſie to you; and let them cry, peace, peace 
to you as long as they will, I muſt preach to you the word of 
Truth, which lays expreſſy, That there is no peace (ſaith the. Lord) 
unto the wicked, Ila. 58. 22. And now:whicther you will believe the 
Lord and his word, or believe them that ſooth and flatter: you up in 


elp-of God to diſcharge both the parts of my Miniſtry with 
faithfulneſs,: that as l am commanded to ſay to the righteous it ſhall 
be well with hu, ſo L wall alſo ſay as I am commanded, Wo unta the 
wicked, it ſpall be iil with him, Ila. 3. 10, 11. This is the: firſt Con- 
fider ation; come we now to the ſecond. {i aa. 
Fe 1013 2UDicnbilwond :; en too ke 
+ Secondly, Conſider, that till you come out of your wicked eſtate, 
as you are Gods enemy, ſo God is your enemy; and how dreadfub 
is the condition of thoſe that have God for their enemy? hat to 
have that God for your enemy in whom you live; move, and have 
your being ? that God that gives you your daily bread, and is the 
very breath of your noſtrils, to have him for your enemy? *Twas 
- & mighty concern that Fob that ee and upright man was in 

from his apprehenſion that God held him for his enemy, Job 13 24. 
but how much more his concern would have been, if he had appre- 
hended God to have been; his enemy, you may ſee in that of Saul z. 
for when Saul had ſo ſind againſt God that he would anſwerdhiint 


82 


no tore, neither by Prophets, nor by dreams, he applied himſelf 


to the Witch of Ender, and makes his complaint thereof to the 


ſpirit that ſhe had raiſed;: But ſee what a cooling anſwer. he re- 


cem d from the Spectrum in 1 Sam. 28. 16; Wherefore then haſt v bon 
ackid mes feeing thi. Lord ir departed. from thee, and income thing es- 
and tis ſaid in ver. 20. Thar hen ꝙ aul heard this,he ſtraights 


| way fell all uong abe earth, xd na, Jeie afraid, Jo tharthere mas v0. 


n bim. And no marvel, for it's enough to ſtrike you ſtark. 
as x 


unleſs you are ſenſeleſs feared ſianers, to hear that God is 


become yourl enemy 3 when he that ſhould be your heſt and griea-/ 
teſt friend, he: that: alone can reſcue und deliter you out of your: 
enemics hands,“ for Hic ton bececneoyobr eneũꝶy himſelf ?: Lord, 
what killing newã muſt this be ta any ſoul that will but ſeriouſſy- 


Cone 


ur wickedneſs, at your own peril be it. For I am reſolved by the 


K . 
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. 43 
conſider it? You read in the 5th of Daniel, that King Belſbax ar 
made a great debauch for no lels than a thouſand ot his Lords; and 
as they were huſie in taking up of their cups, and praiſing the gods 
of gold, and of ſilver, ef braſs, of wood, and of ſtone, at the [amt 
inſtant came forth frgers of 4 mans band, and wrote over againſt the 


ranaleſticłs upon the plasſter of the wall of the Kings palace 3 and the 
King ſaw the part of the hand that wrote; then the Kings Counte- 
nance was changed, and his rhoughts troubled him, ſo that the joints of 
bis loins were looſed, and his knees ſmote one againſt another, V. 4, 5, . 
O fo will yours do, you will be in a dreadful twitter, when God 
declares himſelf your enemy, as here he did to him. Your heart 
will fail,” and the very powers of nature will diſſolve within you. 
And therefore among all the Lamentations of Zeremiab, though 
they are every one exceeding ſad, yet methinks there's none 10 
- diſmal as that in Lam. 2.5. where the Prophet complains, The 
Lord was as an enemy; and yet this was but & an enemy neither, 
but even that was ſufficient, the Prophet tells you, to increaſe the 
mourning and lamentation in the Daughter of Judah; As well it 
might, for it totally alters all the methods of Gods Providence to- 
wards a people, and puts as it were another nature into the Al- 
mighty. For he that is love it ſelf, is turned all into anger. God in 
angry ſays the Pſalmiſt) with the wicked every day, Plal. 7. 11. 
The greateſt conſternation, and among the, greateſt perſons that 
ever was heard of in any Hiſtory in the world, 1 believe, by per- 
fons, eſpecially of their quality, is that which you read in Rev.6. 15, 
16, for the Text tells you, That the Kings oth earth, and the great 
men, and the rich men, and the chief captains, and rhe mx Ana; 
hid themſelves in the dens, and in the rocks of the mountains : What! 
the King of the earth, and the rich men, nay the chief Captains, 
and the mighty men take to their heels and run away, and hide 
themſelves at this fearful rate! and not only to do thus, but to in- 
vocate the very mountains and rocks in which they hid, to fall | 
them; and hide them yet more ſecurely ? why! whiat's the mar- 
ter? what's the cauſe of this mighty prodigious conſternation? 
Why nothing elſe, dut that the Lord was their enemy, and the great 
day of his wrath and anger was come, and they were not able tp 
ſtand it. And do you think to be able to ſtand when 8 
men as rheſe muſt fly to corners? O0 not therefore alter the m. 
thods of his Providence, nor change the procedure of the Al- 
mighty towards you. tat i he t rofeſſes that fury is not in 
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A Tze Plotters Doom. 1 
him; Ifa. 27 4. yet he alſo tells o "that he will [1 bu fu i 
ſmokes againſt the wicked. Now conſider this all you that or get. Ged, 
leſt be tare you away, and there be nome to deliver, Plal, 50. 22. 


_ Thirdly, Conſider, that till you come out of your wicked eſtate, 
you are under the curſe of God, and all the prayers of the Church 
are againſt you. You come hither and think to have a ſhare in the 
Churches abſolution; but you are miſtaken, it belongs not to you 
read the Abſolution, and you will ſee that we are to declare and 
pronounce to the Lord, people being penitent, the abſolution and 
remiſſion of their ſins; but what's that to you? we are to declare, 
That God pardoneth and abſolveth all them which truly repent, and 
2 believe bis Goſpel,” But what's this to you, whiles you 
remain wicked, will not repent, unfeignedly believe, nor perform 
the conditions of Abſolution ? In Nah. 22,and 2 3. chap. you may 
ſee a wicked King bribing a wicked Prophet tg curſe the people of 
God; the Hiſtory is of Balzek, and Balaam; but as Balaam ſaid to 
| 2 Hoem ſhall I curſe whow God hath not curſed? Chap. 23. 8. 
muſt I ſay to you, how ean we bleſs whom God hath, not bleſſed ? 
do you think that Commination, ' Prov. 24. 24. of which we 
have ſpoken already, is to go for nothing? Would you have us to 
undergo the curfe of God,and the curſe of men,to bleſs thoſe that 
are accurſed of God? Ile not flatter yes they are curſed Miniſters 
that undertake ſo curſed a work. What, would you have us to de- 
Bauch the bleſſings and curſes of Gdd ? and betray and pervert the 


of our higheſt tru 


verndurs of our Church would lay this thing more ſeriouſly to 
Reart than I doubt they do. And conſider Chriſt gave them not the 
power of the Keys, to accommodate their luſts of pride, envy, co- 
yetouſnefs; nor that they ſhovld caſt or ſhut good men out of the 
Church, and let or keep the wicked in, as I alſo doubt is ſome- 
times done. For this is utterly to ſubvert and over- turn the —— 
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- deſign of the Goſpel. For the deſign of the Goſpel in all the Inſti- 
tutions thereof is, that Chriſis Church might be a pure Spouſe un- 
to him, not a'beaftly and impudent Harlot. Pray you read Revel. 
22. 15. and you will ſee what manner of perſons they are that 
Chriſt ſhuts out or excommunicates: Without (ſays that great Text) 
are dogs, and ſorcerers, and whoremongers, and murtherers, aud 1as: 
laters, and whoſoever loveth and maketh « lye. And if we ſhould ſhut 
out all thele from our Church, I mean all thoſe that are publickly 
and notoriouſſy ſuch (as certainly it is our duty to do) I fear we 
ſhould have hu: pitiful thin Congregations. How therefore we 
ſhall anſwer to Chriſt, the letting in theſe dogs into his fold of the 
Church, and our ſo induſtriouſly keeping bis ſheep out, is, if 1 mi- 
ſtake not, our higheſt concernment to conſider. , 
But I proceed: As thoſe you ſee that are in a wicked eſtate, are our 
enemies to Cod, and as ſuch are under the curſe of God; ſo the 
Prayers of the Church are againſt them. Let Gad ariſe, and let bis 
enemies be ſcattered, was the ancient ſtanding Prayer of the Church 
of God, But how diſmal is that Petition of the Royal Prophet, 
Pſal. 59.5. where he prays the Lord God of hoſta, the Gad of Iſrael, 
that he would not be merciful to any wicked tranſgre ſſors ? So that 
you ſte the Church which by their prayers helps to open the door 
of mercy to ſinners, ſhuts it upon the wicked by their prayers, and 
prays againſt them in terminis (for what David prays ſor here, is the 
-prayers of the Church) Be nat merciful, D God, to any wicked tranſ- 
greſſors. Nay, you find Deborah and Barack not content to pray 
that God would not be merciful to ſuch; but expreſſy pray for 
their periſhing, For in their Song of Thankſgiving in the 5#b. of 
Judges, upon the occaſion of Feels ſlaying Siſera, they conclude is 
thus, So let all thine enemies peri ſu, O God. And if you remain ſome of 
them, all this prayer muſt needs reach you. And the holy P/almiſt 
makes the like prayer in P ſal. 68. 2. for there he prays —— 4. 
wax wilterb-befort the fire, ſo let the wicked periſh at the preſence of 
God. What then, are you mad to periſh ? and will you abide in 
that eſtate that muſt end in periſhing, and where the prayers of the 
Church of God binds you over to periſhing ? Be exhorted there- 
fore from this conſideration to come out of that periſhing and de- 
ſtructive eſtate wherein you are, that the prayers of the Church of 
God may be engaged for, and not againſt you. For this prayer of 
theirs will he heard, P/al.' 1 10. 1. The Lord ſaid umo my Bora, ſit 
. than at my right hand until I make —_ enemies thy foot ftoo ron 
| 4 this 
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The Plotters Doom. 
this ſaying of the Lord is quoted no leſs than fix times in the New 
Teſtament; ſo that you may lay your ſouls upon the certainty of 
it 3 and what, would you be made the ſootſtool of Chriſt ? to be 
trampled upon and trodden- down to the lowelt Hell? for, be as 


proud, and be as opinion'd of your ſelves as you will, here's your 


portion if you remain Gods enemies. What, did you not hear but 
juſt now in what a tremble the Kings of the earth, the great, the 
rich, the mighty men were in that were enemies to God ? and are 
you mad to de in that fearſul diſtraction too? Did you not hear 
how they run from Mountain to Rock to hide themſelves? Pride 
your ſelves therefore as you will, and trample on your Brethren as 
long as you will, your Plumes muſt come down with a vengeance 
for *tis ſaid by him that will never alter the word that is gone 
out of his mouth, you muſt be made an everlaſting footſtool, and 
muſt be trodden under foot eternally, if you live and die in that 
condition. Wherefore; as you love your ſelves,and as you love your 
fouls, come out of that condition that expoſeth you to ſo much ha- 
zard, and wherein you muſt periſh, it may be, here, but to be ſure 


for ever hereafter. 


And thus much- for the Conſidrrations - a come we now to a ſecond 
Branch of the Exboreation: © © * 295 


Secondly; Is it ſo that wicked perſons are Plotters, and the only 
'Plotrers that the world has in it ? then be exhorted to judg rightly 
"of ckings ; do not follow a giddy, heady humour that would make 
you pas a precipitate judgment; but weigh tfiings well in your 
mind, and be not raſh and haſty to paſs your ſentẽnee heſore ybu 
have conſidered it. It may be you may he under the miſtaxe that 
* Abab King of Iſrael was; for in T King. 18. you read of one of the 
greateſt miſtakes, and between two of the greateſt men that yon 
nd in all the Scrĩptures, for it was between the Prophèt Elijab and 
King Abab, and about this very point that we are upon. For in 
the. lub verſe it is ſaid; That hen Abab ſaw Eli jah, that be ſaid 
unto him, Art thou the troubler of Iſrael? A pretty tough comple- 
ment at the very firſt meeting! and I do verily believe that it was 
Alu jadgment, and that his leud ungodly: Courtiers, and the 
iworſer part of his Clergy had perſuaded. him fully into an opinion, 
Ithät this great and holy Prophet was he, and only he, that trou- 
"bled Vati. But let us ſee what E/ijah: anſwers to this charge; 


and. 
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and that you have in the very next verſe thus, Aud he anſwered, 1 * 
have not troubled Iſrael, but thou and thy fathers houſe, in that ye - 
have forſaken the commandments of the Lord. arid this haſt followed 
Balsam. A very home and ſmart anſwer. Wherefore here muſt 
needs be a great miſtake ſomewhere; for the King Charges the Pro- 
phet, and the Prophet the King; the King makes the Prophet to 


* * 


be the troubler of Iſrael, but the Prophet denies the cl 


makes the King to be ſo; and ſo lie was indeed 3 for 
him ſo. From which we may learn, that it is not im 


arge, and 
jb, proves 


ble but that 


vrhen St. James tells you, That be earneſtly 


Trades and Oc 


and tender to them than we their 


"trated id“ 
or three th 


even in our days the tt oublers of 1ſraelmay be filed to a wrong ac- 
count. But you will ſay, Was not Elijak the troubler of Iſrael, 
x prayed: that it might not 
rain, and it rained not in Iſrael for the: ſpace ee. years and ſix 
months Jam. 5. 17. Lanſwer, no, you calculate — 4 24s all men 
do, that go not to the beginning of accounts 3; for. they were the 
troublers of 1/rael that counſelled thoſe pa ang that brought 
theſe judgments upon their heads, not the holy Prophet that pray- 
ed ; this is a falſe and deceitful computation; Jika theirs that cry 
out on Forty one, and the miſeries that Forty aug brought upon the 
Nation ; but not a word of the wickedneſs of the preceding years 
that brought thoſe miſeries of Forty ane upob us, not a word of 


; 
4 


thoſe Per(ecotionsfor Conſcience fake, that made fo many thou- 


ſands of good Proteſtants chuſe rather to leave their native Coun- 


try, to leave their Friends, their Relations, their -Livelihoods, 


cupations, : and go with their Wives and little ones, 
ro dwell in the vaſt and howling Wildetneſſes of Americas than to 
hre here any longer and ihat N Fagem were more kind 

cliow Proteffants, Not a. word 


of thoſe barbarous and inhumane ſtigmatizings 


Pillorings, ſhameleſs whippings, and cutting: off. ,cars, inflicted 


with other oppreſſive judgments and proceedings by the High 
Commiſſion and Star-Chamber Courts, Judicatorics fitter for Spain 


than for-England, ' Tarksthan Chriſtians 3; by; Whirh the Liberties, 
Fortunes and Properties of the People of England. were invaded at 
' pleaſure. 


Fam loth to proceed on this unpleaſing Subject, or elſe 1 


could ſpeak of the diſcontinuance of Patliaments à not a word: of 

the. Maſſacre in Ireland, wnich was plotted before, but perpe- 

„ne; where not: Two or three hundred, nor Tw. . 

| Wo-, 
Men, 2 


* 


Nen 
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d only, but Three hundred thonſand, 
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260 | ITte Plotters Dom. 
men, and Children were murtheret in cold blood, or otherwiſe de- 
ſtroyed and-tuined in ſels than two years time, as Hith Sir Foba 

Temple in his Hiſtory: of that Naſſuere. Not a werd of all theſe. and 
a thouſand miſchlefs be ſides, that brought the Calamities of 415 
but 41; 41, is croaked out every where; Ay, would to God I could 
not ſay in too many Fulpits too; as if it were the firſt year that 
ever our Engliſh world had in it; when to ſpeak plainly, it was the 
intolerable. ickedneſs of ſome Courtiers, joined will the pride, 
inſolence, and coverouſneſs df too many of the Clergy for many 
years together, (from whenceoctaſion was taken by ſome aſpiring 
and covetous men on the contrary ſide ſor their private intereſts) 


that brought that delupe of Judgment on us. For when they ſaw - 


the iniquity of their heels begun to compaſs them about, and threa- 
ten their heads, they ſomented a War in Scat/and firſt, and after- 
wards in England, to ſave ihemſelyes and their fellow Conſpirators 
from the ſtrokes of Juſtice; It were well if theſe things were buri- 
ed in oblivion, and not daily called to remembrance by crying out, 

4 1, 47, upon all -occafions z' and that the preſent Court and Clergy 

may not'tread in their ſteps, and bring both King and Kingdom in- 
to the ſame or like miſeries again, is, I am perfwaded, as ſeaſonable, 

as it is an honeſt an@orthodoxprayer, 2 

And now what I have ſaid. on this occaſion, I call Gad to witnels, 

I have not ſpoken out of prejudice, but what I do verily believe in 

my foul are the words of ſoberneſs and truth, and the modeſteſt 
account that the matter will bear. Be not then apt to build on mi- 
"Rakes; which ane hut falſe foundations, 2 have never ſo 
| great authorities to back them, but receive this word of Exhorta- 
tion to jodg rightly of dings? which if you do, it will enable you 


* 


do diſcharge two duties, which are ry and important at all 
ſeaſons, but in a more and eſpecial manner ſeaſonable at this 
ie Pos roo abu SU goa andtc od). 
Fyſt, It will enable us to have more tenden thoughts: for dilſen- 
- ting Proteſtamtssk of 15311 5 | 


Secondly, It will enable us to ſee more clearly through all the 
"1 18311 ts, © il "ot; 5 . 


Arts ef our Froſeſſed Enemies. 


2321 * 
Flirt, It will enable ur to hate more tender houghts of diſſen- 
1ir g Proteſtants 3” becauſe when we come to/judgrightly of things, 


We 


„ —ͤ— a 
tf 


we ſhall come to ſee the Humanum eſt errare, and that we our 
ſelves are fubje& to miſtakes.z that re ſhould bear with, and for- 
give that in others which me would have born and forgiven in out 
ſelves; we ſhall ſee that the government and dominion of the Com 
 fcience belongs only to the Lord, and not to us, and that in that 
teſpeqt they are anothers ſervant, and not ours, and that to their 
own Maſter they muſt ſtand ur fall. We ſhall then ſee that if we 
exerciſe any other courſe on the:Confcience than prayer, perſuaſt 
on, ſound reaſon and Evangelical means and arguments, we leave 
the Goſpels amicable artillery, and go to the Devils -Armoryfot 
force, and the Church of Chriſt. ſtands in need of Satans ſtrength 
to ſupport it. We ſhall then clearly ſee, that we do but juſtifie the 
Papiſts prag upon us, by our practiſe on our fellow-Proteſtants. 
For by the ſame rule, ang on the ſame reaſon that we force theſe 
to conform to us, may they ſore us to conform to them. For if. we 
will be judg of our diſſenting Friends Conſciences in their little fe- 
parations irom us, why ſhould not the Papiſts be judg of our Con - 
ſciences in our greater ſeparation from them? Wherefore our judg- 
ing rightly of things, will teach us this tenderneſs, and that conde- 
ſcending temper: and comportmenit that was in Abrabam to Lor, 
Gen. 13. 8. Let there be no ſtrife, I pray thee; füys Abraham, be- 
tween thee and me, for we are brethren. We ſhould then ſee that the 
Papiſts m_ equal, if not exceeding, to them as to our ſelves ; 
and therefore the right judging of things will help us to argue thus. 
What, does it become us to weaken our ſelves, and cut off our 
own ſtrength? We, the whilcft ve have our diſſenting Friends 
with us, have work enough to ſtemm the tide, and keep out Po- 
pery: does it become us to deprive our ſelves of the one half at 
leaſt of our Friends, by ar, foul with our diſſenting Brethren ? 
God. forbid., In the ↄtb of St. Mark, and the 88th verſe, you 
will find St. Jom giving an account to Ciriſt of a ſomewhat ſingu- 
lar and peculiar paſſage, and our Lords reply concerning it, very | 
worthy of our obſervation; after, ſays St. Jabs, we ſaw one 
caſting out Devils in thy name, and he fallowed not u. Now ſee the 
Lords anſwer in the two following verſes: But Feſws ſays, forbid : 
him not z. fer there is u man which ſhall do a. miracle in my name, 
that can lightly ſpeak evil of me, fer ht that is not againſ# ns, i on - 
oun part. Learn now from this anſwer of our Lord your own 
duty ; what, do you ſee men huſie in caſting out Devils, and caſt + 
ing out Devils too in Chriſts name, engaged in the ſelſ· ſame * Z 
PI 0 tate 
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That you are engaged in, and will you forbid them? God for- 

bid. And remember ti ĩs command of Chriſt, forbid them not : Ay, 

but they do not follow-us : What of that? they are on our part, 

they are of our {ide till for all that, thereſore forbid them not. 

As if our Lord had ſaid, What, will you leſſen your own party? | 
will you fall upon your own ſide, becauſe they do not follow you = 

in-every thing, when they ate doing the great work of the Goſpel, | 

that you your ſelves are doing, your diſpoſſeſſing men, and caſting 

out of Devils? God forbid !  '.> + * 5 18 

Well then, ſhall we ſuffer the Pupiſts to perſwade us againſt this 

command of Chriſt, to deſtroy our own party, our fellow Prote- -- 

ftants, becauſe in every-punRilio they follow not us, that there- 

by we may weaken our own fide, and —— theirs? + God 

forbid. A right judgment of things will enable us to reaſon thus: 

Why would the Papiſts have us perſecute the Preabyterians, but 

becauſe ti. ey ate Proteſtants? Why would they ſharpen and keen 

our rage againſt Diſſenters, but becauſe they are Proteſtants? 

Would they ever deſire their deſtruction with that eagerneſs that 

they do, but becauſe they are Proteftants?- Well then, if the Pa- 

piſta deſire their deſtruction as Proteſtants, ought not we deſire 

and endeavour their preſervation as Proteſtants? If the Papi 2 

would ruin them as a part of the Proteſlant intereſt; nay, and if 1 

may ſpeak it without offence, as the Or and briskeſt part of the 

Proteſtant intereſt, ought we not as ſuch to endeavour the preſer- 

vation, and to give them all the demonſtration that can be that we 

have laid aſide thoſe little foolifh prejudices that the crafts of our 

enemy, and our on heats and inadvertency had put upon us? 

and that we are now returned to ſome ſobriety, and do clearly ſee 

that there is no one argument that either the Papiſts or our ſelves 

can bring for our perſecuting our fellow-Proteſtarits, but is a co- | 

gent argument for us to love them, and as much is in us lyes to ea- 

deavour: their welfare and preſervation? . Thus you ſee that our _— 

judging rightly-of things, works in our minds more tender thoughts | 

ſor our diſſenting Proteſtants s 


Secondly, As our judging rig tly of things does enable us to have 
more tender thoughts for Diſfenters; Io ſt: enables us alſo to fee 
more clearly thrbugh all the arts of:iurprofefſed enemits, We ſhall: 
then ſee every ſtep: they mike more diſtinctly, than παn bur: judg· 
ment. is mudded aud blinded ewe arenble todo! 3 
. | | n | 
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the eyes of their g wr hore >» Ephef;1. 18. for 
been 4 torr: vily Devil to Za wich, and that he and 
his wicked e bod out ſuch a world of tricks, and 


arts -and.ſhifts, that unleſs the eye of their ynderſtanding were en. 
W that they might judg rightly of things, and fee through 
their deceitful veils and pretences, it was impehble; but they 
Oo ae A but this deteRts their decelt, aud diſcovers all 
ſo that you are not taken in their narks. Ho man 
Little 2 9 have the Fopiſn patty- played upon us within 
this year. and half laſt {ho Into how many varieus forms and 
11 7 Pop Py 4105 ir deſigns, on. moo to — mo 
irſt a Popiſh plot, à Freshy terian plot, Now the r 
ces ph 2 Yo and IT allcbnee. Plots theirs, and alltending to 
the the del of the Froteſtant Religion. Fon 
fixe lines 121 Pr 7.1 CI though by their art they ſcum to 
make them come from never ſuch oppoſite parts, yet they all meet 
King: San. See God ms 1h comnge Af the Deke 
* om o and the courage df 
went Hat 1 3 and ene the Gentlemen of the Na: 
tion, and true f e £ their King, their Countrys 
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curſed hand had beenin, every man ſhouſd have been made a Pres- 
by tefian' that had ought ro loſe; For to be rich, to be wiſe, to. be 
faithful, qualifications that in our {Anceſtors days were wont to 
create eſteem, are with this wicked ere become the higheſt crimes. 
Men of honour, conſcience, and true worth, that pill rather pe- 
riſh than betray their God, their King, and their Country, are in 
this Plot the very Butt of all their fury. In 2 Sam. 3. 33. you find 


King David lamenting over dead Abner thus, Died Abner. as a fool: 
dit 


deth ? But had this Prodigious wickedneſs took, we muſt have la- 
mented all the exeellent men of the Kingdom at another rate, and 
not only ſaid, Died theſe as fools die, but died theſe as Ragres, as 
Rogues; as Villains die? We muſt have lamented thus, Died all 
| thele as tramſgteſſors, 


283 ſtice ? and by the ſtroke of the Law? It was one aggra- 
vation of 


wicked; and that ho was numbered with the tranſgreſſors;, as every 
ſoul muſt needs be that falls by the hands of falſe Witneſſes. For the 
Judg will tell you, that he muſt pronounce ſentence according to the. 
Verdict; and the Jury will tell you, 'that they muſt give their 
Verdict according to the Evidence : So that if God had not moſt 
eee ee ee worthy Souls in the whole Nation 
had been cut off by a ſe ſuborned Villains. Nor was this Plot cal- 
culated only againſt their Lives, but againſt their Fortunes, againſt 
their Honours,” and againit their Poſterity. For they would have 
affected the child unborn with it. A Villany of ſuch à reaching 
doubtediy ir was. The Wiſe could not here have lamented the. 
loſsof her Husband alone, nor the Children the loſs of their Fa- 
ther alone, as in other deaths they uſe to do, but muſt have la- 
mented their own loſſes alſo. That's in my opinion a very ſore. 
threatning that the Lord fpeaks e the ſon of 
l of-Judeb,' in Fer. 22. 18. They ſh 
ſaying; Ab my:Brothev, ori Ah 1 3 / not lament for 
— ying, Ab Lord,” or Ab bis glory. For ſo mourners uſed to 
compaſhonate one another. So imlike manner here one child could 
not condole with another for the loſs of their worthy Father; but 
all condole their on loſſes 3 the Brother that might have ſaid to 
the Siſter, and the Siſter to the Brother, Ah Brother, and Ah Si- 
ſter, what a dear and matehleſs Father have we loſt! how gracious 


2 


-as Rebels, as Traytors die? What, by the. 


our Saviours ſufferings, That he made his grave with the. 


not lament for. him, 


was hein his Speech! hom courteous in u carriage! how ſound” 
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| An bis Counſels!. how prudetit.in his Reprooſs !; and {o_ have run 
over all the charms of his whale converſation ; and that would 
have gone on in their Lamentations, Ah hat a glory was he to our 


ders of the City, for the cutting off of Naboth, that this was one, 
That they ſhould ſet two men, ſons of Belial before him, to bear wit- 
moſs againſt him, al. thou didſt bleſpbeme God and the King. But 
forever bleſſed be God that they digged.chis pitaslow as Hell, ye 
his gracious hand followed and found them out, and hath enab 
| us to fing that they are fallen into it themſelves 3 and to him alone 
| be the glory thereof. For this Plot was deteRed+ 
hand of: Heaven, and not by man. For it lay too deep for h 
| _ wiſdom to ſathom it, it was onl 
find if out, And therefore this 
| 
\ 


Tear that thep-are- vader dat diinal ee Genome 
D 2 


— — 


= The Ploners Doom 
Tord en | Ahab for. ſparing B Ning. 20. 4. Thy 4% ſbal 
g for bis life, and thy yeople for bis Lam us Eds Apr 
cuting the Papiſts upon the account/ of Conſtience as another. But 
yet | muſt ſay, tharas a man that-makes it his conſcience' to plot my 
deſtruction, and the deſtruRion of all that's dear and precious to 
bed and is fo reſtleſs — it, that as _ 2 8 Villany i 5 diſcover d, 
e forms another 3 and by repesting his Plots again and again upon 
me, gives me ſuch infullible/#ſurance that he will never be quiet till 
he hath cut Y thro, I confols I think L ſhould be a great debtor 
10 my own ſafety, 'ſhould1 not deſite he might be ſent to live a lit- 
He further of ; and this is no more than what the common juſtice 
due to-hitthanee foriety does require, and our very Laws themſelves 
elwerraut! For if one 4 perſon may demand as his 
we Kesthyef binding to the Pence any one that he avers on his 
—— Bath be Soes d danger of his life from; certainly 
that Jallite i not to de demed to « whale Nation. And fince no 
tye of La is hifficient to bind em to the Peace here, ſure it is 
dur juſtice to ſend chem elſeurhere that the Nation may be ſecured; 
und at have: thetcls cauſe ww oo aa let 
them in | —— wich nem. 


erdl 5 fo will it ena- 
_— cheat in particu- 
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wales we hae their ſentiments und talk, and think of 
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For I do hope that every one that makes a conſcience of. ſearing 
God, does make a conſeience alſo of hobouring the King. But 1 
doubt thete is ſome miſtake berwizt: us concerning this duty, and 
that this wicked generation call that an honouring the King, which 
indeed is not. For I do verily believe that thoſe Preſidents of the 
Kingdom, 'thoſe Governours, Princes, Counſellors, and Captains, 
rhat conſulted together to make that Royal Statute: and wicked 
Decree, That' whoſoever ſhoxld a any petition of any. god or m 
for thirty days, ſave of the King, ſhauld be caſt into the dem of Lions, 
Dan. 6. 7. 'a8d that went to the King to ratifie and eſtabliſh that 
Decree, v.8; did carry themſelves very toppingly for the Kings 
friends, and the only principal Royaliſts and loyal perſons that hos 
noured the King in that Region; and ſo I believe, did thoſe in the 
3d of Dan. that accuſed thole honeſt and worthy Nonconformiſts. 
that would not fall down and perform that worſhip that the King 
had commanded,'ver.12;, And I do believe as they accounted them»: 
felves the only honourers of the King, fo they reckoned Daniel and 
the three Children for ſactious and di Fanaticks. But now I 
do alſo believe, that if you will but look God Almighty, who 
is the true and righteous Judg, accounted them, you will ſee that 
thoſe wicked Court - Paraſites were under a great miſtake, and that 
Daniel and the three Children that refuſed to thoſe unrighte- 
ous Laws and Decrees, were truer friends to, and honourers of the- 
King, than thofe that had made and preſſad the execution of them. 
If you will therefore but entertain this Exhortation to judg right-- 
ly of things, you will fee. tim all theſe thin and pitiful veils 
that theſe wicked Plotters ſpread both over their own Villany, and 
over your integrity, and will ſee that this is but one of their old arts, 
and a cheat ſo oft repeated, that nothing leſs than impudence would 
beſtow the pains to lick it over afreſn, and impoſe it an the world 
again. For did not this ſame ſpirit erer do thus? Did they not: 
make innocent Nabosb an enemy to the King, nay, and took. away: 
his precious blood upon that account, becauſe he would nat part 
with his Vineyard, which was his Inheritance? Did they not ac- 
count the Prophet Feremiab an enemy to the King, becauſe he preſ- 
ed m to obey the word of the Lord in yielding to the Caldeans?* 
Did they not account thoſe we laſt mentioned, Danial, and the three. 
\@hildren, enemies tothe Ning, becauſe they would not obe y thoſe 
"wicked and unrighteeus Laws that the & ing had commanded ? Did 
not Hamas accule aden, one of the beſt friends W 
4 and! 
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and all the Fews for the Kings enemies, and: ſuch as did not keep 
the Kings Laws? and upon that accuſation obtained that blood 

Deerec, which was written, and the Letters ſent by Poſts into a 

the Kings Provinces to deſtroy, to kill, and cauſe to periſh all Fews, 
1 both young and old, little children and women in one day, Eſth. 3. 13. 
EE, And all this barbarous Maſſacre that was to ſpare no age nor ſex, 
: for no other reaſon but becauſe Mardecai would not bow the knee 


this erime? Pray fee the 14th of the Alls, in that tumult and up- 
roar that this wicked generation made at Theſſalonica, when they 


did they not among the reſt of their venom cry out thus ? Theſe al 
ds contrary to the acoree of Caſar, verſ. 7th. Nay, our bleſſed Lord 
Himſelf, that moſt innoeent and immaculate Lamb of God, even he 
could not eſcape this their falſe and curſed imputation. For you 
find theſe wicked Plotters accuſing him before Pilate thus, Lag. 23. 2. 


bute to Ceſare And when Pilate had examined the matter and found 
3 nothing in their accuſation true, and on hearing all they could ſay, 
Þ eovld find no fault in him; and therefore ſought again, and again, 
1 and again to releaſe him; did not theſe damned Plotters for fear 
that holy Jeſus ſhould eſcape their bloody and wicked hands, frigh- 
ten Pilate to the condemnation of him? by ſaying to him, If ib 
let this man go, thou art not Ceſars friend, Joh. 1g. 12. and that 
did their work ; and cruciſied Chriſt effeAually. But thoſe that 
4Judg rightly of things, they are never frightned with ſuch ſcare · 
crow, but know how to ſhew themſelves friends to the King, and 
yet friends to their Conſcience too. They will not purchaſe the re- 
-putation of loyal by any Villainous acts; for they have learned to 
be loyal on a more and better account ; they know that dif- 
obedience to wicked Laws and commands, is a greater honour to 
the King, and merits more his ſavour, than thoſe wicked Plotters 
that made and procured thoſe wicked Laws and commands from 
him. Vou ſee therefore the excellent ſervice that this branch of 
: the Exhortation will do ye, to jud mr er things. IM 
© :+ ©. 1 am not ignorant that the Papifs and all thoſe wicked Plotters 
| cry up their Loyalty at a mighty rate; and truly if they them- 
- ſelves did not do it, I know not-who would ? I know alſo they 


Olixer and the Rump. But how comes it about that wm 
0 


to Hamam. Did they not accuſe the very Apoſtles themſelves with 


haled Jaſon and divers others before the Rulers of the City? For 


We found this fellow perverting the Nation, and forbidding to give tris - 


ſpeak rent things, and:buge ſwelling words of their utter abhor- 
eee of 
63 


. 


ſo hugely loyal Papiſts never plotted thus againſt Oliver and the 
Rump? How comes it about that they did not burn Landon 
down about their ears as well as about ours? Why did they not 
as barbarouſly butcher their Miniſters of Juſtice, as they have date 
ours? Why, I will not aſſign any cauſe, or load them with any thing 
that is not true, for they have enough of their own, without 
our feigning any for them, and therefore I do verily believe that 
they were as real enemies to Oliver and the Rump, and their Mi- 
niſters, as they are to his Majeſty and his; and that the only rea- 
ſon why they did not play thoſe pranks then, that they do now, was 
becauſe they dared not do it. For they knew that they would have 
handled them without mittens, and have truſſed them up to rights, 
if they ſhould have gone about to trick them as they do us. For 
this right Iwill do them, that though they love wickedneſs as their 
lives, nor hardly are ever in their own Element but when they are 
acting it; yet when they ſee it muſt, and certainly will return up- 
on their own pates, they have an excellent gift of continence, and 
ean tell as well how to ſpeak and fawn upon a Government they 
hate, as well as ſtab it. Wherefore why they did not practice up- 
on Oliver and the Rump then, as they do upon his Majeſty and his 
people now, was only becauſe they dared not do it. For do not let 
us miſtake the mettle and courage of theſe men, for they ds Patri. 
Lure and are of the ſame temper with their father; and the Apoſtle 
St. James gives you the true meaſure of his courage, Fam. 4. 7: 
Neſiſt the Devil and he wili fly from you. They are like Witches, if 
you give them nothing, they can do you no hurt; or like Snakes, 
they can ſting no boſom but that which harbors them. We ſaw hut 
the other day when the Parliament fat; and when the Law was 
ſuffered to deal a little roundly with them, they began to run ta 
corners, to truſs up their fardles, and look out for-a fair wind. 
Wherefore iſ you but receive this Exhortation to judg rightly of 
things; you will ſte through all their arts, pull off their vizards, 
mb off their paints, and expoſe their cheats to public view; and 
not ſuffer their falſe and pitiful} pretences of Loyalty to impoſe 


on your underſtandings any longer. 7 
. Nay, you will not _ diſcern their arts and deceits in laying 
their Plots, but in their hiding them alſo,” hen God hath detected 
them; for all their 8 have that fault that the Prophet 
Iſaiah foretold they ſhould have, Iſa. 28. 20. where the Prophet 
ſpeaking of the coverings of the wicked, faith," Tha they are nar: 
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rower than that they can wrap themſelves in . For let them pull 
their Toverings never ſo eloſe and cunningly about them, yer fome 
part or other always appears to evince the truth of them guild. 
They played the ſool à great while to bubble all mankind chat 
there yas no Plot; but when his Majeſty with two Parliaments, 
and at leaſt twenty Proclamatidiwhad declared it not only a Plot, 
but a Damnable and Helliſh Plot too, anc that every week or tws 
brought infreſh Witneſſes, and further diſcoveries, and the people 
pinched them upon their unanfwerible point, If it be no Plot, then 
we hope Sir Edmundbury Godfrey is alive; for his Murder, and no 
Plot are ſuch contrarieties in nature, that he which believes the 
one, muſt (do what he can) believe the other alſo, And when they 
ſaw this ſhamm would do no good, they dropt it, and had re- 
courſe to other cheats, and were content to let it be a Plot, ſo it 
might be a Presbyrerian one. And if now at laſt they ſhall endea- 
vour to obſtruct the proceedings of Juſtice, it is but like applying 
Pidgeons to the feet, a remedy next door to the neck-verſe, it will 
de a comfort to ſee that their wickedneſs cannot ſtand any longer 
alone in judgment without this art to rt it; but it would be a 
| . ſhame 3 Villauy get any * 
uppor ters. But Naturaliſts ſay, Corraptio eptimworum peſſing oft 
and iſ ſo, certainly the wicked thing that the whole world = 
it, is Corruption; and you will be fomewhat of my mind if you 
bot read and conſider the dreadſulleſt judgment that you find re- 
corded in all the be broadens ere! 3 alt; — oy 2 
Prophet, for your | ſakes ſiuul Zion be plowed as 4 field, and Jeruſa- 
Jew ſhal — s, aud tbe monntain of the benſe as the high pla. 
ces of the forreſt. Cod Father that motiſtrous wretches are theſe | 
that for their ſakes Zion ſhould be plowed, Jeruſalem laid waſte, 
and the mountain of the Lords houſe made as a forreft ! What! ali 
the beauty, ſafety, and glory of the Church, and Houſe of God, 
totally dcftroyed; and turned into à deſalate Wilderneſs, and all 
this for the ſake and ſins of forme kind of men! Good Lord! when 
prodigious wretches muſt theſe be, that provoke the moſt merci · 
ful God for their ſakes to deal thus ſt ſevere with his 
Churely ! „tend the foregoing verſe, an -_ find in the ve- - 
ry front and firft rank of theſe men (if it be lawfub to call then 
men they are ſuch as judg ſor reward z and truly I did weil to put 
in chat H: for the Prophet Zepbamab in his 34 Chap. and 3d verſ. 
is fo far from calling them men, trat 6 
"OPER 7 | which 
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which are the moſt hungry, curſt, and ravenous after their prey of 
any Creature whatſoever; ſo that take a man that judgeth for re- 


ward, and nothing can ſtop him: Not Religion, not Reputation, 
not King, not Country, nor Church, nor State, no conſiderati- 


ons of Publick, nor of private weal, can ſtop his career. Tis a 


Beaſt of ſuch a greedy canine inſatiate appetite, that he runs over 


all, runs vpon all, runs down all. And if you ſhould come from 


this Word of God, and ſay this ſin will lay our * $a in heaps, 
they will but laugh at you, and clap you up in Gaol. Let our Je- 


th 
ruſalem lye in heaps as long as it will, and our Church be made a 


Wilderneſs if it will, what care they, ſo they can but get gain? 
But we truſt the Lord that hath had that mercy for the King, and 
that mercy ſor his Proteſtant people to deliver them thus miracu- 


louſly from ehe-Papiſts hands, will perfeft and compleat his on 


Salvation, and deliver us from ſuch Evening-wolves alſo ; and ac- 

cordidg.to his gracious Promiſe will bleſs us with Magiſtrates as at 

the 25 aud counſellors as at the beginning, Iſa. 1. 25. 

The fourth and laſt Improvement of this truth, That che wicked 

art letters, the only Plotters that the world hath in it, is of comfort 
For if it beſo that the word of truth doth determine that the 


wicked ate theonlyPlotters that the world hath in it, then do you 


be eomforted in the midſt of all the calumnies that are caſt upon 
you2 Ro have. great reaſon to take this comfort to your ſelves, 
for Jon ſee the Lord himſelf hath determined the point on your 
ſide;; the wicked clamor and make a mighty noiſe in the ca? þ as 
if you were the | only Plotters - and diſtuybers thereof, but 
you ſee the righteous holy Lord hath by his Heavenly Word de- 
texmined the matter n for ever for you, and ſays 
poſitively that ?tis the wicked, the wicked perſons, and they only, 


that ate the Plotters and diſturbers of the World, bear then their 


oadh with comfort; for they do no more by you in this, than 
V righteous in all ages; what if you hear ſo 

nent and righteous 2 —— complaining, that they 
laid to his charge things that he knew not, as you ſee he doth, 
Pe; 38; 17. Can you count it tuch that they will lay ſuch 
things to your charge? If you read the ſtory of juſt and upright 


e thar ſober men and his intimate friends drew op 
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an yojuchvrge againſt hig, pd will you wonder the, wicked:eaw-* 


mies do the lame againſt, you? You, have a. marvellous remarkable 
inſtance of this kind in, Fer. 37. the fries of it lyeth thus: The 
Caldeens beſieged Feruſalem, but hearing that Fharaab King of 
Egype was come forth with an Army, they raiſed the fiege. The Pro- 
pher Feremiah aſſured them from the Lord, That fer all they had ras 
ſed their ſiege, yer the Caldeans would return and takg the city 1 
though he would make uſe of the preſent opportunity to leave Fe: 
ruſalem, and $0 dwell in the Country. Now as he was: i 

this honeſt and innocent intent, in the very Gate as he was going 
out,he met with one of the huffing FAoring Gapraics of the City, 
who took him and brought him back, and charged him that he was 
running away to the enemy; and though Feremi ab. told him twas 
falſe, and that he was not going out wich any ſüch intent; yet this 
roaring wretch would not let kim go, but brought him back to the 
Princes, who the Text tells you were wroth with Jeremiah, and 
{mote him, and put him in prifan, verſ. 15, and in the next Chap- 
ter they are w_— to put him to death, For the Princes came unto the 
King and ſaid, We 2 let this man bt ut to 3 be 
wy ea band; of the men of 22 in the city, aud the | of all 
the people in ſpeaking ſuch words uno them: For this man ſoths-ned 
the welfare of this people, but their hurt, verſ. 4. This was a horrible 
charge, and yet this holy Prophet fpake not one word to them, nor 
the people neither, hut what he had from the mouth of the Lord 3 
ſo in they thruſt. him into a lothſome and dirty dungeon, that he 
might die there; as undoubted done, had it not been for 4 


dly he | 
Poor Etkiopian that mediated for him, and roak him out from... 
was ſuch a ſlave to thoſe wicked Courtiers, 


thence. For the Kin | 
(that earricd all before them) that he durſt not interpoſe on the 


behalf of this innocent and eminent Prophet, as yay may read in 


the fifth verſe. Nay, to ſuch an abiect nature, and beneath a Frinee; 
wys the ſpirit of this King ſunk, hy the conduct of this eurſed 


crew, that adventuriq; to, ſpeak privately with , he ws 


_ to afcaid leſt theſe damned youths ſhould hear of their Conference; 


that he chargeth the Propherin the 24cb verſe, There mas ſhowld- 
| if ſo great 


Ver of the word chat had paſſed between them. Well then, 
a Prophet as Zeremieb couſd not eſcape the reproach of 
frogi being charged as an enemy to, nay a fugitive from the 


and as one that ſought not the welfare, but the hurt of they { bs 
been 3 


be: comlorted and..hrow that you have nothing. but -what 


. 


peen the common lot and portion of all the people of Dod, in the 


you read in Acts 15. that St. Paul and Silas coming to The ſſalo- ; g 
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reproaches and imputations that oy caſt upon you. -” 
Nor is the Old. Teſtament only full of examples and inftances of 
this kind, but the New Teſtament likewiſe : For the holy Apoſtle 
had the ſame meaſure of rage and reproach from. theſe wicked Z 
Plotters (as well of this kind as all others ) as the Prophets had. <4 
In ez 16. you find St. Paul and Silas going to prayer, met a q 
Damſel poſſeſſed with a Spirit of divination, which brought her 
Mafters much gain by ſouthſaying, this wench followed Paul and 
Silas, crying, Theſe men are the ſervants of the moſt high God, 
which ſhew unto the way of ſalvation; and this ſhe did many days - 
at laſt St. Paul diſpoficiſed her of the Spirit, and in verſ. 19.3 
When her maſters ſaw that the hope of their gains was gone, they * 
carght Paul and Silas, and drew them imo the markst-place uns 
the rulers , and brought them to the magiſtrates, ſaying, Theſe 
mend exredngy tron or City. And in ver/. 22. The multitude 
roſe up againſt them, andthe magiſtrates rent off their clothes, and. 
commanded to beat them. And when they bad laid many ſtripes upon 
them, - caſt them into priſon, charging the Gaoler to keep them 
fafely : So as the Prophets were accounted the troublers of the pla- 
ces where they came, in the Ol Teſtament; ſo you ſee the Apoſtles : 
loaded with the ſame charge in the new : Nay, exceeding trouble- * 3 
fome. Theſe men, ſay thele wretches here, exceedingly trouble aur - 
city. And you find them reckoned fo troubleſom at Epheſus, that 
they raiſed an-vproar upon them, Acts 19. where you may ſee 
the ſame Spirit acting them for their gain, which was, their god 
was going, and that put them beyond all patience : For Demerrins 
layed his charge thus; This Paul, faith he, bath perſweded and 
turned amay much people, ſaying , that they be no gods which are 
made with bands (a mighty crime, is it not?) ſo that aur craft is in 
danger. Fot this Demetrius Was a. Silverſmith, and one of 
the makers of thoſe manufactured gods that St. Paul decried; and 
ſeeing lis gain upon the wing, and ready to take its flight, he was 
mad; and made that uproar. Nor among the Gents only that 
worſhipped gods of Gold and Silver, of Wood and of Stone, 
was this wrong apprehenſion of the Apoſtles, but amongſt the 7ews, 3 
alſo,” who had the true notion of the one and only true God. For (2 


rite, and finding there a Synagogue of the Fews, went in amongſt 
them, and reaſoned from the en that Chriſt mull 1 
2 ave 
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gain from the dead 3 and_that Jefus whom 
ik: And "tis ai that ſome af the, ew? 
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unto the rulers of the city, crying, Tbe ſe that have turned the World 


Miel 


upſide down, are come hither alſo. And in At 24 5. you will 1 


; 


nor diſturbers of Governments nor People, nor no {itious peſti- 
tent fellows, and' 8 5 

as their tumults, uptoars, and curſed outer ys did accuſe them for: 
Nay, what if our bleſſed Lord and Saviour himſelf received no bet - 

ter nor fairer quarter from this wicked 0 Then I hope 

you wiſt be comforted and contented with your lot, remembring 
that holy word, The Diſciple. is not above his Maſter, nor the Ser- 
pant above his Loyd; It is enough. for the Diſciple to be as bis Maſter, 
and the Servant as his Lord: If they have called the maſter of the. 
houſe Beelz.ebub; how much mare ſliall they call them of bis hoyſhold. 
fo? Matt. 10: 24, 25. And ſee how opprobriouſly and contem- 
ptuouſſy they called our Lord ſo, Matt. 12. 24. They ſaid, This. 
feltow doth not caſt out. Devils, but by the help of Beelzebub. ther prince. 
of--Devils. And in St. Luke 23. 2. they accuſe him, ſaying, we. 
found this fellow perverting the nation. And Job. g. 29. We know, 
ſay they, that God ſpake by Moſes 3 but 8s for this fellow (ſpeaking, 
of dur Lord) we know not whense be ius. And can you be treate 
at acoutſer or more inſulting rate than this? Be comforted there-. 
fore,".2s thoſe that have but the ſame ſalvage and brutiſn uſage, as. 
the holy Prophets, Apoſtles, and our moſt holy and bleſſed Lord. 


Himſelf had-from:them:- 


We Plotters Doom. 26. | 
| And comfort your ſelves, not only;becauſe God hath detenννẽN 2 
for you in his word, hut becauſe God will detsrmigę r- you alto, 
by his providences here, or by his judgmeats hereaſter.; 5 his 
comfort is anne xed here to the Text: For alter de Pſal fl has 
told us, That the wicked plotteth ag ainſt the ub, and — — upon 
him with bus teeth; he adds for our comſort in the very next words, 
Vue Lord ſhall laugh 4t him, for ha ſagthatthar hys dex i coming. · 1 
have. ſeen, ſays the Prophet in this Naber the wicked in grgat pomer, 
aud ſpreading. himſelf likg a green bhayures: All his wickedngis had: 
a Lawrel od it; well, and what then ?, One would think that 
now he and his wickednels. were ſecure enough; but no ſuch mat- 
ter, for in the very next verſe they are both yaniſhed, I ſought him, 
ſays the:Plaliniſt, hut be rould vt I found, vert. 35, 30, Nou fee 
his Larerels mere ſoon withered, add all. his green and flouriſhing, 
eſtare-blaſted -into: nqtfüng. In che Pegiming of this Bfali the 
BPſalmiſt exhorts us not to ſret our ſelust becauſe of evil doets; a, 
pretty hard duty, and ſueh as even; juſt J. could hardly bring his 
mind to a thorongh compliance with ; for the Apoſtle Peter tells 
you, Tuat bu righteous ſoul war vexed from d to day with the 
fitby conuer ſarian the wicked Sovownes, 2-Pet. 2, 74.8, Well, 
hut whac argument doth the Prophet,urge this duty upon us 
with, that Me ſnhuuld not fret at the wicked? why. the very ſame 
that we are upon here, For they ſpall ſeam be cut down as. graſs, 
faith he, and withur as the green herb, vexſ. 2. And in the 10tþ 
verſe, Tet 4 little while; end the wich ſhall nat-be ; 1e, thou ſhale" 
diligentiy conſider his place, and it» ſpal not bg.“ Weber their 
pet lons nor cheir places, nor nothing ſhall pe left; but one and 
t'other, and all cut down and dried up and withered'z nay, their 
very name and memory ſhall rot; they ſtank when they were a- 
bove ground, and they, rot when they are under it; and there- 
fore you 6nd the Royal hrephet praiſing God that ke had deſtroyed 
the wicked, and put out their name for ever and ever. Pſal. . 5. 
Men value their names next their lives (and in ſome caſes before 
them too) and therefore they venture upon mighty things, that 
their names may live, and that there may be a fame upon their 
memory; why even this ſhall be put out, and not put out to re- 
vive again, but)the Lord: ſhall put it. out for ever and ever. A 
man would think if any could be ſecure from this, it ſhould be 
thoſe wicked ones ſpoken of in Pſal. 7;. 7. concerning whom *tls 
faid, That they had more than heart conld-giſh.' To have as much 
. ; age by 
. 
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25 heart can wiſh, is pretty well; but to have more than heart ean 
wiſh,” certainly muſt mightily- ſecure its owners; and yet 
by and by you ſee thoſe over - grown wicked wretehes that 
had more than heart could wiſni , caſt dowen by God into de- 
ſtruction, verſe the 18:h. And the P/a/miſt burſting out into 
admiration of Gods Providence thus in the 19th verſe, . How are 
they brought into deſolation" as in 4 moment J. As well he might; 
What? men that had more than their very heart could wiſh hut 
juſt now, and thus all of the ſudden in a very moment brought into 
deſolation! Certainly, e may well cty out wich the Apoſtle, Oh 
how unſearchable are the judgments ef God ! and bis mays paſt ſind. 
ing out, Rom. 11. 33. Why, here's a ſtrange winding up of their 


wickedneſs, a marvellous Cataftrophe. Theſe that inſulted: but 


now at ſuch a wonderful rate, over the holy Prophets, Apoſil 
and even Chriſt himſelf, that fellowed up and eh ed 
up his followers, and that reckoned him and them but as the filth 
and dregs of the world, and that eſtermed them but Mechanicks, 
and the very off · ſcouring of all things; and what is all this huff 
and rant come to this already? O hat reaſon haye you then to re · 
ceive this comfort ? and to ay, Grear and marvellous ure thy-works, 
| Lord God Almighty, juſt inifiruc are thy ways then King of Saints f 
For there are many Promiſes that the righteous ſhall ſee theſe ſtu- 
pendious operations of the Load, as /a. 5.6. The right com ſhall 
ſee and ſhall laugh at them. And Fd. 10. 42. The righteous 
ſee it and rejoice,” un all iniquity ſhall ep ber month. It will be 
their turn then to clap their hands and to ſhout ſor joy. For then 
all the upriglit in heart ſhall glory. It may be the bieſſed God by 
his gracious Providence may order it ſo, that even here your mouths 
may be filled with laughter, and your tongues with baff. But 
however, we are ſure it will be hereafter, when God ſhall burn up 


all theſe wicked droſs of the earth with daqpenchable fire, that 
have plotted againſt the juſt. Wherefore I conclude my Diſcourſe 
with the Exhortation of the Apoſtle. to the The ſalowsans, in the 
firſt Epiſtle to the Theſſalonians, the '4rb Chapter, and the laſt 
verſe, Wherefore comfort one another with theſe words. | 


Not to God only wiſe be Glory through Jeſus Chriſt for ever, 
Annen. i 8 55 855 


N h N81 10-18, 


